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g In\%duction s
On an April mmg i

5, Pres. Abrah incoln, rejuvenated
by the dawn o&ce aft

r years of unsp le violence, gathered
his cabinet s of the day. In a mgment of reflection, the
president s i agues his previo t's dream. “He ed
to be . i d indescribable 1,” recalled one ee,
“movin grea dity towards a d d indefinite sho was m
a recugring visio coln pointed ou one that seeme

stun news s, for example ntietam . . . Ge rg, N
)
@:at eve he was assassin m
irty- Aprils earlier, aged Abraham [&ncdln ﬂo@n

gultﬁel down the inde banks of the ppi Ri he c
yage ated in a stunni ctacle—New 13, the la city o
he wguld see for decades, the most exotic metropoli the ry, the
# natio§lgest slave marke e. It also expose@him to t and ~
'\ pot% y murderous attackWl hat trip, and a s one j 1, would m
fo e two longest joufaels of Lincoln’s life nly vifiggto the Deep
¢ S& and the closest he ever came to im g hi in a foreign
\ cure. The two Voy& form key experi in theglea®known era of
o jncoln’s otherw m

isegoroughly examin t life!
o Perhaps the ic sensation of descending that deceptively placid

O '~ current, throug nd mist for day: wee tilled in the futu
president’s slu g mind the sqp ager which that retb

b ring riverine arose. We can saywwith gfyger confidence th

y incoln’s intellectuafid

y

ound. We can with

two flatboat ges to New Orl infor

§ moral development in many w; e lik
certainty Lincoln’s journe&nﬁe perience of ten ou-

Q sands o tern rivermen w. ided down the Ohio a issis-
sippi d the early ninet cen@ﬁ thus tell an i nt story
abo stern river comm nd leans. Itisalso t at nearly

m children’s rea o scholarly

t briefly recount®, ississippitlatboat story an@ribes impor-

we to what the man e i gNew Orleans.

1. Men in Lincoln’s administra&luding Gideon Wellgs S€called slightly differ-
ing versions of the dream. This one comes from John G. Ni and John Hay, “Abra-
ham Lincoln: A History—The Fourteenth of April—Th of the Assassins—The
Mourning Pageant,” Century Illustrated Monthly Magazin ary 1890, 430.
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2 i Introduction
Shedding new @ on th d other aspects s story, with de-
tailed documentam con ization, and critignalysis, is the goal
of Lincoln in N, rleans book begins b ing two American

families—the %lns a@e Hanks, typicaléo many others—over

the Appala ou s at the turn of the‘meteenth century. We
then delve the ¢ ood and adolesc f one of their pggeny,
river commerce. we
voyage to New ns in

1.0
amily’s move to is, al\

1s devoted to naili own
ogy determines time
reet life in New, s to

e the various int@raffions
i nd particularly 62,
t m gnored the po untry
der his command. We coticlude by positing ¢Citain i ces of

. o
#the ‘fbl journeys upo oln in his philos§ghical, nd in- ~
'\ tell& development. T tailed appendic ry in the m

br context of early @eenth—century W i merce and
¢ \%ﬂeans as the major Southern node in appendices’
\ h attests to my cgiction that Linc es are impor-
# not solely as ¢ s in the biogr istorical figure,
o Out also as exe IMf the experiences of thousands of common men
O / who, like Lincol rked the Wester@iigers a ded up, anonymo
b and marginalizd,;*0n New Orleang) at W:L . This is their sté

too, because, ceptional as Lincolfi¥ater ¢

N
¢ to be, he was encl
y archetypal oé Western rivermﬁ his yom
y No one has attempted a full-1 scholari@study of this topiggefore,
@ and for ggreason: Lincoln &t sc$@urnal during th &ages
1 b

and spo ly fleetingly of t later i

depriving historé@f de-
tailed person accounts. gl Iicre a : ever, numerous& onts of

Ee scholarly journal , Citﬁ%l this volume, have ritten about
fictionalized books have also b blished on the

Li ’s New Orleans tri
ic, generally for juvenile readers. Virfmia L. S. Eifert’s Three Rivéss South: The Story

ung Abe Lincoln (N : Dod & Company, 1953)featuring drawings by
homas Hart Benton, begifis wit is€laimer: “The gene ation and many of
e events described in this book d upon historical fagts S¥ffowever, the fictional
characters are wholly imaginative. . . ” Imaginative indeed w ert’s accounts—most-

ly about the 1831 journey—but she nonetheless did her ork in structuring the
fiction around a skeleton of historical and geographical f: similar book by Meridel

&
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information, rangi@m ol@mary and relia condary sources,
to first-person re tio ed later in life, ily memories and
folk knowledge, s of aphical data on 1 river conditions,
landscapes, an. scap s scores of jounbrritten by other river
travelers an Orl visitors, also await igyestigation. The task of
evaluating syntheSipg these myriad s yields a vast of
facts, ¢ , esti s, and clues—as as fair allotmen@the

dubious he a hal. Triangulatifig»ff the reliable ir@ation
produces a patch\Qof solid facts, lily,scenarios, and trg i
hich

jo . This entails constant e tion, weighing o
. .

u
& o
of embracing the est explanatio
nd supported by‘:#)est evidence
No ll'irary license is taken; ther€'1s zero invented dialogue. Q
S 4§ e
knowledge the f ing institutions ccess t hival docu-
1 , datz@ and analyti-

¢ n@ research materjals, artifacts, origi
\ ools used in this me: Louisiana tio New Orleans
o blic Library; Th toric New Orlea llecti liams Research

enter; U.S. Li Congress; Howard-Tiltog Library at Tulane Uni-

m of

O '~ versity; Louisia te Museum; U. nsus u; U.S. Geologi
Survey; Port ew Orleans; New. ans N 1 Archives; Uni
b sity of Arka ibrary Special Collections; * Historical Libr
y
y

Vincennes rsity; Genealogy encer County Libridry,
A Rockport, Indiana; Center for. Research at Tugand
Xavier U sities; Louisiana Special Collecti the

Q Earl K@ng Library at the ityfOffNew Orleans; Smtional

LeS imed at the same re 1p, 7 oad: A Story of Abra incoln (New
Yo red A. Knopf), ca he n , and has been recent blished. La-
ve derson’s Abe Lincofl ¢ River Robvers (Champaign, IL: ard Publishing

any, 1971) and Neil Waldthan’s Volgoes: Reminiscences of Young 216¢ Lincoln (Hones-

,2009) rtain to this genre@OO% Rae Katherine

ale; PA: Calkins Cree
ighmey self-published a bdok enti biiham Lincoln in Ne eans: A Novel Based
the True Events of March—June hich, like the aforegernicioned, embellishes an

underlying foundation of facts with fictionalized incidents ialogue. While not of
interest to the historian, these and similar works are nonet significant because they
help instill lasting popular perceptions about Lincoln’s yo d life narrative.

&



4 Introduction

Park Service’s Abr Li cc@rthplace Nationd@§listoric Site, Lin-

coln Boyhood N 1 !, and Lincoln [—Q ational Historic
Site; the Abrah incol sidential Library iiipringfield; and the
Illinois Depar of N Resources’ Linc rail Homestead State

v State Historic Site.and Lincoln-Herndon
ic Site.

Q..

10n als to the hundreds
d herein, whose

ers, an rcher

1ana (both direc endents of Lipgalire oat
Gentry), as wel obert Grose (tf
ticipate in two full Lincoln flatboat reenactments,

their knowledg ily memories, an

'\ Me iller of the Spe County Visitors
p aphs of the ZOOney of Remembra i
¢ c ew Salem State Historic Site for its ﬂatlﬁeenactment.
itude also goes t%‘lathan B. Pritch owell of Tu-
ﬁ University; LW a National G ate Plist¢¥ian Lieut. Col.
n

; Naomi Homison of Pitts , Pennsylvania;

S
=
w

of Marion, Ar s; Thomas Dilb& d An antrell of the U,

versity of Ar Library Special ectiondglill Larson of the i

o QRet.) Thomas M.
O / rene Wainwrig he New Orlean lic ; Norman Vické

y Historical Li at Vincennes, Igghiana; Jeft, er, Lee Goldsmith§
y Roger Anderson from the musj el; Gr bousy of the Lauisiana
Q State M ; Georgia Chac&of tﬁ@siana Supreme Li-

trobel and colle at th cer County Pubg"ibrary
t, Indiana; Sist ary Ba ite and Sister ouise
the Religious of acr t of Jesus; archit ay Man-

geographer Juli rna their interest a rds of en-
ement; Dorothy for her K&n editorial revie d insightful
ments; and others for Variousfigeas and access.

Deep gratitud o Ja Wilson Jr., Carlgd. Brasseaux, Jes-
ica C. Hornbuckle, Me issﬂu ch, and the sta he University of
Louisiana at Lafayette Press, heir steadfast su of my work.

As a six-year-old growing up in Brooklyn, Ne# York, in the early

&

5
N
&
v

ormants, diarists
ngs and testimo@made m
rk of Lincoln scho ou 1\
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Introduction 5

1970s, I read with @ren s

w Barbara Cary’s braham Lincoln.

That children’s re d my first introfG@ion to Lincoln, to
slavery, and to rlea ary’s characteriz of that city as a re-
mote and exotiiflfice, “at ery end of the itsippi River,” captured
my imagind nd pl a seed of fascinatiown my mind that would
blossom twdyty years |

Iey, y dev y career to reseaicming the history a
raphy o Orl an interest that roduced numer

articles, lectures, lasses over the
i 7 unites all thre
y deepest grati
rts in raising * i 4
is day, one of r‘ st ch@d
y thanks go t(@ wife, Marina Qanella@ther
ncl€ John Tambasco fot their m ears of

Thorgas J. Campanella, and u
#10%,%&, and guidanct e 5
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